
Highlands is a Bee City 

Partner organizations: 

In 2018 the Town of Highlands became a certified bee 

city.  As a community agreed to work to help protect 

our local pollinators.  North America is home to ap-

proximately 4,000 species of native bees and many 

other pollinators such as butterflies, moths, flies, bee-

tles and birds.  These important species play a critical 

role in our ecosystem.  Keeping our local pollinators  

numerous and happy helps to keep our ecosystem 

functioning.  Our pollinators face threats including:  

loss of habitat, disease and poisoning due to pesticide 

use.  As a community we can help protect our pollina-

tors by planting native species of plants, Creating 

nesting habitat, and limiting pesticide use.  We hope 

you will join the Bee City Highlands team in supporting 

our pollinators! 

The Mountain  
Retreat and Learning Center 





 Policy to Protect Pollinators from Harmful Pesticide Exposures 

 

WHEREAS, the loss of pollinators is alarmingly high, with honey bee colonies experiencing significant annual losses, and with 

populations of native bees and other pollinators also in decline; and 

 

WHEREAS, these declines are driven by a number of factors including habitat loss, pesticide exposure, lack of forage, and cli-

mate change; and 

 

WHEREAS, populations of pollinators can be supported and enhanced by increasing native habitat that is protected from pesti-

cide contamination; and 

 

WHEREAS, threats to pollinators concern the entire food system, where pollination services provided by honey bees and other 

essential pollinators account for one in every three bites of food and are valued at $20 to $30 billion in agricultural production 

annually in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, the use of neonicotinoids, the most widely used class of insecticides, is associated with lethal and sub-lethal effects 

on bees that impair foraging patterns, navigating and learning behavior, alter reproductive cycles, and impair immune systems 

leading to increased susceptibility to pathogens and reduced colony survival; and  

 

WHEREAS, a large and growing body of independent, peer-reviewed scientific studies demonstrate that existing neonicotinoid 

contamination in the environment can adversely impact birds, aquatic organisms and the ecosystems they support; and 

 

WHEREAS, research has shown that many pesticides, including fungicides and herbicides, can also pose risks to already-

compromised bees and other pollinators; and 

 

WHEREAS, the use of pesticides is often cosmetic and is not necessary to create and maintain landscapes, gardens or open spac-

es, given the availability of viable alternative practices and products; and 

 

WHEREAS, integrated pest management - designed to manage pests by addressing the underlying sources of the pest problems, 

prioritizing non-chemical techniques and those that are least toxic to humans and the environment - strengthens efforts to pro-

tect pollinators; and   

 

WHEREAS, pesticide regulations at the federal and state level, and the risk assessments that inform them, fail to account for 

many factors that influence the risks pesticides pose.  

 

  


